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Introduction 
The Unified Home Study (UHS): 
 
•  Is in alignment with the Secretary’s strategic vision for an  
    improved child protection system of care, “Best Placement, First  
   Placement, Only Placement” 
 
•  Will be used for most types of home studies. 
 
•  Is progressive - can expand and change based on  
   the home and the child’s situation. 
 
•  Can become an adoptive home study if the foster     
   family/caregiver applies to adopt. 
 
•  In paper form, is also for conducting ICPC studies. 
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Steps to Implementation 
• Regions, CBCs, and Sheriffs Offices view webinar 

and train all staff 
 
• CPIs begin using new paper tool May 1 
 
 
• Optional for all other child welfare staff; decision to 

be made by Region/CBC 
 
• New tool will be mandatory for all with FSFN 

Release 2, which is scheduled for July 1 
 
• There will be system training with Release 2 
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Training Objectives 
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• Recognize the need for a complete 
family/home assessment 

 
• Understand your role as the assessor 
 
• Understand when to ask more questions 
 
• Evaluate the training process 



Authority 
Remember:   
 
• The content and protocol for the Unified Home study 

must follow requirements in Florida Statutes and 
Florida Administrative Code.  

 
• The UHS simply provides a consistent way to 

create and document all home studies, and this new 
process will be a page in DCF’s official system of 
record – FSFN – as of Release 2.  
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General Guidance 
The intent of a home study is to fully assess a potential 
caregiver, foster, or adoptive family to ensure they meet all 
the requirements for a child to be placed with them.   
 
The home study process assesses a caregiver’s/family’s 
strengths and needs, and identifies potential barriers to 
licensing or placement.  Provided a family meets all of the 
requirements in statute and administrative code, it also can 
be used to identify how the Department or contracted 
provider can support the family to help them successfully 
parent any child placed in their care. 
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Caveats 

• When using the new UHS paper tool, you still need to 
enter the home study information on the FSFN page up 
to the point when you would enter the old home study 
page in the system.  Document “New UHS process” in 
the comments section in the Provider Record (UHS 
Page). 

 
• Reunification home studies are not included on the new 

UHS. With Release 2, they will be conducted using the 
Family Functioning Assessment (FFA), a forthcoming 
tool.   
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Caveats (cont.) 

• Until the FFA is available in FSFN(July), reunification 
home studies should still be conducted using the 
Parental Reunification Readiness Assessment 
Homestudy found under the Systems Documentation, 
Forms and Template section on the FSFN home page. 

 
• Parents can not be providers. A modified home study 

process is required for releasing a child to the other non-
household parent. This process is called the “Other 
Parent Home Assessment” (OPHA), and will be outlined 
later in the training.  A detailed procedure for the OPHA 
will be completed by 4/30/13. 
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Current Reunification Home Study Location 
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Current Reunification Home Study Location 
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Other Parent Home Assessment 

1. Complete a modified home study of the other 
parent’s household to include: 
• Verification of legal parental relationship 
• Household composition 
• Demographics of all household members 
• Home visit 
• Background screenings 
 

2. Assess to determine the parent’s and other 
household caregiver’s adult functioning, general 
parenting, and discipline/behavior management. 

11 



Adult Functioning 

This information element has strictly to do with how adults  
(the caregivers) in a family household are functioning. This  
is how the adults (parents/legal guardians or caregivers) in  
the family household typically feel, think, and act on a daily  
basis.  The question here focuses on adult functioning  
separate of parenting.  We are concerned with how the  
adults behave regardless of the fact that they are parents  
or caregivers.    
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Adult Functioning 
Information that answers this question includes: 
• Communication and social skills 
• Coping and stress management 
• Self-control 
• Problem solving 
• Judgment and decision making 
• Independence 
• Home and financial management 
• Income/Employment 
• Citizenship and community involvement 
• Rationality 
• Self-care and self-preservation 
• Substance use 
• Mental health 
• Family and/or domestic violence 
• Physical health and capacity 
• Functioning within cultural norms 
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General Parenting  
Among the issues for consideration within this element are: parenting styles and the  
origin of the style, basic care, affection, communication, expectations for children,  
sensitivity to an individual child, knowledge and expectations related to child development  
and parenting, reasons for having children, viewpoint toward children, examples of  
parenting behavior and parenting experiences. 
 
Information that answers this question includes: 
• Reasons for being a caregiver; 
• Satisfaction in being a caregiver; 
• Parent/legal guardian or caregiver knowledge and skill in parenting and child 
• development; 
• Parent/legal guardian or caregiver expectations and empathy for a child; 
• Decision making in parenting practices; 
• Parenting style; 
• History of parenting behavior;  
• Cultural practices; and  
• Protectiveness. 
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Discipline/Behavior Management 

Usually, staff focuses on discipline only within a punishment context, so 
emphasis on the importance of viewing discipline as providing direction,  
managing behavior, teaching, and directing a child are considered in 
answering this question.  
 

Information that answers this question includes; 
 

• Disciplinary methods; 
• Approaches to managing child behavior 
• Perception of effectiveness of utilized approaches; 
• Concepts and purpose of discipline; 
• Context in which discipline occurs; and 
• Cultural practices. 
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Other Parent Home Assessment 

3. Assess to determine other parent’s willingness 
and ability to provide supervision and 
protection in alignment with the Department. 
 

4. Ensure that the release of the child to the 
other parent does not present a “presumption 
of detriment” as defined in s. 39.0139, F.S., 
and thus pose a threat of danger to the child. 
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Unified Home Study 

The Unified Home Study has six different types:  
  

1.Emergency Placement (Exigent – CPIs and Sheriffs) 
 

2.Initial License for Foster Home 
 

3.Re-License 
 

4.Adoption 
 

5.Relative (Planned - CM) 
 

6.Non-Relative (Planned - CM) 
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Section III:  Assessment and Home Study 

The questions for the Assessment and Home Study were 
developed in conjunction with the Florida Quality Parenting 
Initiative (QPI). 
 
These questions were designed to align with the Partnership 
Plan for Children in Out-of-Home Care, which communicates 
a common understanding of the values, principles, and 
relationships necessary to provide normal childhoods and 
loving and skillful parenting that maintains connections to 
children’s biological families. 
 
For training purposes, assessment prompts are included for 
each question. 
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Notes and Reminders 

• The UHS paper tool will be posted as a protected Word 
document with text fields on the Center and DCF websites by 
4/19/13.  The Assessment Prompts and User Guide will be 
posted as well. 

 
• Save completed UHS documents chronologically on a shared 

drive. 
 
• Place original completed paper UHS in physical file. 
 
• Hardcopy UHS documents should NOT be scanned into the 

FSFN File Cabinet 
 
• Paper documents will NOT have to be “back” entered into 

FSFN when the new UHS is available.  
 
• Document in provider notes that the new UHS has been 

done, and where it is located. 
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Expectations 
• Identify strengths of the family, and 

where they need assistance 
 

• Obtain a quality evaluation of the 
family/home by including details for 
each assessment question. 
 

• Go beyond the yes/no answer – seek 
to truly assess and know the family! 
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Discussion/Questions 
 

Questions?   
 

CBC/Sheriffs Offices/Agencies:   
contact your Regional DCF program staff. 

 
Regional program staff:  
contact Kristi Gilmore 

Statewide Licensing Specialist 
Kristi_Gilmore@dcf.state.fl.us 

850/717-4659 

36 


	Slide Number 1
	Introduction
	Steps to Implementation
	Training Objectives
	Authority
	General Guidance
	Caveats
	Caveats (cont.)
	Current Reunification Home Study Location
	Current Reunification Home Study Location
	Other Parent Home Assessment
	Adult Functioning
	Adult Functioning
	General Parenting 
	Discipline/Behavior Management
	Other Parent Home Assessment
	Unified Home Study
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Section III:  Assessment and Home Study
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Notes and Reminders
	Expectations
	Discussion/Questions

