
Hello, I'm Angela Winkfield, Specialist with the 

 

DCBs out of Home Care Branch. 

 

I'm here today to speak with you about Essa. 

 

Essa stands for Every Student Succeeds Act. 

 

Essa is a federal law that came into place 

 

in 2015 to promote school stability and success for 

 

youth and care, and collaboration between education and child 

 

welfare agencies to achieve this goal. 

 

The purpose of ESA Essa was designed to ensure 

 

that students in foster care remain in the same 

 

school district when it's in the students'best interests. 

 

They receive immediate enrollment and transfer of 

 

records, they receive school transportation when necessary, 

 

and a designated point of contact is 

 

established within the state educational agency and 



 

a designated point of contact is established 

 

within the local educational agency. 

 

Also a part of Essa is mandated 

 

data collection and annual reporting to the 

 

child welfare agencies on student achievement and 

 

graduation rates of children in foster care. 

 

Every Student Succeed Act or ESA requires 

 

that whenever possible, a child in foster 

 

care remains in their school of origin. 

 

The local education agency or Lea and child welfare agencies 

 

must collaborate to ensure that the child remains in the 

 

school of origin unless it is determined that it's not 

 

in their best interest to do so. 

 

School of Origin A school of origin is defined 

 



if the school in which the child was enrolled 

 

prior to when they entered foster care. 

 

If a child placement changes, or if a child 

 

is hospitalized or enters residential, the school of origin 

 

would then be considered the school in which they 

 

were enrolled at the time of the placement change. 

 

The hospitalization or interest in best Interest 

 

Meeting In order to determine the best 

 

interest, a meeting must be held. 

 

The meeting can be held 

 

virtually or by phone conference. 

 

The DCD workers should notify the school and request a 

 

meeting whenever a child comes into care or has a 

 

placement change and is placed in a home that is 

 

not in the county or near the school of origin. 



 

The child's DCBs worker PCC worker when applicable, 

 

biological parent when TPR has not occurred, and 

 

the foster parent district foster care liaison and 

 

representative from the school of origin should be 

 

invited to the meeting. 

 

It's also a good idea to get 

 

the child's input when it's age appropriate. 

 

Things to consider during the meeting. 

 

Distance of the daily Commute does the 

 

child have a connection to the school 

 

of origin and what supports exist? 

 

Are their safety concerns? 

 

Does the child have siblings at the school of origin? 

 

Does the child have an IAP? 

 



Will remaining of the school of origin affect 

 

the child's social, emotional and or behavioral wellbeing 

 

or remaining in the school of origin positively 

 

impact the child's academic performance for older children? 

 

Is the child on track for graduation 

 

and what is the child's permanency goal? 

 

These are only a few of the things to 

 

be considered during a best interest determination meeting. 

 

School enrollment. 

 

If it is determined that it is in the 

 

best interest of the student to change schools. 

 

The student must be enrolled immediately into the 

 

new school even if the child is unable 

 

to produce records normally required for enrollment. 

 

The DCBs worker and private agency if involved, she 



 

can collaborate in order to ensure that the children 

 

or the child is enrolled in a timely manner. 

 

The foster parents should not change schools 

 

without first talking with the DCBs worker. 

 

If the child is placed outside of the county 

 

of origin, it is the responsibility of the DCBs 

 

worker to contact the new district and the district 

 

of the child's new Placement transportation Transportation of children 

 

in foster care is a shared responsibility. 

 

The school district, DCBs and the foster parent must 

 

work together to ensure that transportation is provided in 

 

order to ensure school stability is maintained. 

 

Transportation accommodation should not be requested for 

 

temporary placements respite placements unless the placement 

 



is out of the county. 

 

Cost Section 1112 of essay indicates that if 

 

there are additional cost incurred in providing transportation 

 

to maintain children in foster care in the 

 

school of origin, the Lea will provide transportation. 

 

If the CWA agrees to pay the cost, the lease to pay 

 

or the Lea and the CWA agreed to share the cost. 

 

It also says that the cost of transportation 

 

should not be a factor when making the 

 

best interest determination Notification The DCBs workers shall 

 

notify the district immediately of any placement changes 

 

and any time a child comes into care. 

 

Remember, the foster parents should not make school 

 

changes without first consulting with the DCBs worker. 

 

For questions or assistance related to ESTA, please 



 

contact the DCBs out of Home Care branch 

 

the Aison Angelawinkfield or email Angela L. 

 

Harris at Kyle. 

 


