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Case Scenarios 
 

Alva 
Alva will be 17 next month.  She has an IQ of 53. She is in the 10th grade but reads at 
a second grade level.  She can manage basic living activities—bathing, dressing, 
basic food preparation.  She has no experience with shopping, budgeting, bill paying 
or using public transportation.  
 
Alva has been in care since she was 10.  Her father is dead; her mother’s parental 
rights were terminated when Alva was 14.  Her mother is currently incarcerated. 
Alva has older siblings—a brother who is 19 and a sister who is 22 and has 2 
children.  She is close to her brother, not her sister.  Alva has had some DJJ 
involvement and has lived in 3 group homes in the past year.  She has switched 
schools twice during the school year and the plan is for her to get a special diploma 
shortly after turning 18.   
 
When she turns 18, Alva would like to live with her brother who currently lives in 
subsidized transitional housing and receives PESS while attending community 
college.  She is receiving SSI and Medicaid.  She has talked to the GAL about giving 
her brother a power of attorney to help her make decisions after she turns 18 and 
she thinks it is a good idea. 
 

Carlos 
Carlos is 17 and 6 months.  He has a diagnosis of Autism and intermittent explosive 
disorder.  He has average intelligence, but has poor hygiene, no experience with 
food shopping or preparation and has not been able to manage his own medications.  
He has no experience handling money and when given spending money for personal 
use he has given away all his money to friends.   
 
Carlos was on the APD waiver when he came into care at age 15.  His mother has a 
substance abuse problem and mental health concerns.  His father has not been in his 
life since he was 3.  Carlos was placed in a specialized therapeutic group home and 
did very well there.   
 
His maternal Aunt in Georgia stepped forward and after completion of an ICPC, last 
month she became a relative placement. Carlos attends school and is expected to 
graduate when he is 19.  Carlos receives SSI and Medicaid.  His school also has a 
good vocational counselor who is helping him get a summer job.  He is really not 
getting along with his Aunt and wants to move in with his Uncle who isn’t as strict 
and has more fun things for him to do. 
 

 
Greg 

Greg is 17 and 11 months.  He has serious mental illness.  His current diagnosis is bi-
polar disorder but he has signs of emerging schizophrenia.  He has a history of 
violent acts toward his father who is disabled and frail.  Greg was placed into care 
12 months ago when his parents refused to pick him up from a Baker Act facility.  He 
has spent the last 7 months in a SIPP on the other side of the state that does not 
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treat adults.  He already has his GED and started taking college classes online.  
Through his father, Greg gets a SSDI payment of $1,200 a month.   
 
Greg’s parents have been engaged in family therapy with him and they established a 
good relationship.  Greg trusts his parents and is willing to give them an advanced 
mental health directive.  But Greg and his parents agree that it is still not safe for 
Greg to live at home as he cannot control his rages and he could harm his parents. 
 

Melissa 
Melissa, age 17, has end-stage renal failure.  She is very weak and routinely uses a 
wheelchair.  Her mother has her own mental health and substance issues and could 
not provide her adequate care.  Melissa has not been cooperative with her medical 
care and is therefore not considered a good candidate for a kidney transplant, 
although she has been in therapy and will probably gain the ability to get back on 
the list. 
 
Melissa was in foster care for over a year, but was placed in a nursing home after 
she made an allegation of physical abuse by the foster parent and no other medical 
foster home was available.  Her school attendance was sporadic.  She would have 
more than 2 years of credits to catch up on in order to graduate.  She seems socially 
delayed, but does not have a diagnosis of developmental disability.  
 
Melissa really wants to go home and live with her mother.  Melissa’s grandmother in 
Alabama is willing to take her in when she turns 18 and that’s where Melissa wants 
to go.  She will have Medicaid and SSI going forward.  The Grandmother’s house can 
accommodate a wheelchair and Grandmother has come to Florida a few times to get 
medical training on how to handle Melissa’s medical needs. 
 

Raquel 
Raquel will be 18 in 3 months. She is pregnant and is due to deliver in 4 months.  
Raquel is a frequent runner, though she maintains pretty consistent school 
attendance—she is now in the 9th grade. Raquel has an IQ of 70 and a diagnosis of 
ADHD and a mood disorder.   Raquel wants to get a GED, but her TABE score is low.  
She receives SSI because of her ADHD. Her parents’ rights were terminated several 
years ago and she’s been in foster care since she was 11.  Raquel’s paternal 
grandmother is involved in her life, but grandma is not willing to take her and a 
baby. Raquel does not want to stay in extended foster care.  She is currently in a 
maternity home that will allow her to remain until her child is 3 years old. 
 
 


