
You Matter In the Lives of Babies and Toddlers! 

Good morning. 

 

I'm so happy to see you because if I love babies and you're 

 

here because you love babies. 

 

We are already on the same wavelength. 

 

So I think Patrick wants me to get started. 

 

So good morning to all of you. 

 

My name is Lynn cats. 

 

I'm from the University of Miami and I have spent I'm so 

 

old because I'm going to tell you I've spent 25 years trying 

 

to Figure out babies trying to determine what works best 

 

for them and at the same time working with Department of 

 

Children and Families and then our kids to collaborate around 

 

what's best practice and what do babies need from us in our 

 

homes when we are their caregivers in their Early Childhood 

 

programs all of the above. 
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Oh, I'm so happy to be here for the last 25 years as we've 

 

been doing this work. 

 

This may be meaningful to some of you who have been in this 

 

field for a long time. 

 

Our Target population has been children in the child welfare 

 

system where substance abuse was the issue mom's issues when 

 

she was pregnant and then after she gave birth to her baby, 

 

so we refer to that as babies born prenatally exposed to 

 

drugs. And so for over two decades, we've been trying to 

 

figure out what are the myths what are the things that people 

 

think are true about these babies and their potential and 

 

also what works for them because I like to stand in the shoes 

 

of a baby when I'm talking to someone about what we need. 

 

And as a matter of fact one of the one of the intervention 
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opportunities that we talked about is working with many of 

 

you both whose children come to our program for our day program 

 

Monday through Friday because a baby starts at Linder a center 

 

at the University of Miami and you stay the baby stays on 

 

our program for three years coming for learning opportunities 

 

and therapies and things like that. 

 

So we really get to know families over time from that newborn 

 

to that three-year-old who leaves at graduation with a little 

 

graduation had and a gown Goes off to Head Start or Pre-K 

 

or Dade County public schools in our community. 

 

So I'd like to talk sort of generally about babies in the 

 

child welfare system, but really Target for all of you about 

 

how important your relationship no matter how long that baby 

 

is in your home whether the baby finds permanency with you 

 

or the baby is passing through on the way to ultimately finding 
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purpose. Permanency with a biological family or kin folks 

 

how your interactions with that baby and how you support 

 

their social emotional development will be the key to the 

 

decisions they make when they grow up how effective they 

 

are in terms of having relationships with other folks. 

 

And so let's talk a little bit about them. 

 

Okay, so we always like this slide. 

 

Work a lot with judge Lederman and which judge Cohen shake 

 

your head if you interface with either of those folks and 

 

we always say that for decades in our courtrooms. 

 

Nobody talked about the babies. 

 

They said oh first of all babies have no memory. 

 

They don't remember what happened to them if they were removed 

 

initially if they were exposed to domestic violence in their 

 



You Matter In the Lives of Babies and Toddlers! 

initial home. 

 

It's a baby. 

 

They're not going to remember will start working with them. 

 

When they're five years old and they're in kindergarten and 

 

we'll figure out what's going on with them. 

 

So if you click that again, what we decided was babies need 

 

to be in the courtroom in our decision-making and we need 

 

to speak for the babies on behalf of what they need develop 

 

mentally emotionally and socially and so about 20 years ago. 

 

We started to save babies and toddlers under the age of three 

 

need to be front and center. 

 

Even though they can't speak for themselves next line. 

 

Okay. 

 

So this is like part of what I do at um in my sort of intro 

 

to psychology and social development class. 
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So bear with me for a second, we need to always understand 

 

that the foundational beginning in the lives of a newborn 

 

and a baby is they need the healthy building blocks for their 

 

future development. 

 

They need to be in good. 

 

Health so they need to have those typical things their examinations 

 

their immunizations, but also attentive pediatricians that 

 

we take them to who might ask questions about is the baby 

 

doing this yet is the baby doing that yet and also pediatricians 

 

who value your input when you say doctor I'm concerned about 

 

A B C or D because the one thing I don't like it I work with 

 

pediatricians. Since all the time although I must psychologist. 

 

Oh, don't worry. 

 

He's a boy. 

 



You Matter In the Lives of Babies and Toddlers! 

He'll grow out of it or oh, that's a natural for this age 

 

when you go. 

 

Well, you know what? 

 

I've fostered X number of children and I've never seen their 

 

Senate baby before you're shaking your head and being able 

 

to pursue that conversation because when you get that feeling 

 

where the baby something isn't going right who better to 

 

know that than those of you who caring for that child ever. 

 

D-Day so I always say to people take a step back and think 

 

about where you're getting your pediatric care for the baby 

 

that's in your care and ask yourself. 

 

Is this someone who I have an open relationship with when 

 

I take when I go for a doctor's appointment. 

 

Can I ask any question? 

 

Am I sort of dismissed when I asked that question or given 
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those kind of trite answers which I hate. 

 

And if if I'm not having a medical home relationship for 

 

my baby, I need to speak up and say, you know, I'm not comfortable. 

 

Maybe I'd like to see a different physician here because 

 

you he may be or she the medical person but you are the primary 

 

caregiver for that child. 

 

You know that it doesn't seem like that child is hearing. 

 

It's really odd. 

 

You know, I call his name. 

 

He doesn't turn around or something's going on with that. 

 

I it seems to be cross-eyed on one side always looking into 

 

the center. 

 

You don't want to hear. 

 

Oh that happens sometimes because I can tell you when we 
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see babies at age five who have the same issues and are trying 

 

to learn now in kindergarten how to read darn. 

 

We wish that a pediatrician had listened to a caregiver for 

 

said that that was an issue and taken the the natural steps 

 

for that. 

 

So health is not something for babies that we want to dismiss. 

 

All right, they need a safe home. 

 

That's why they're there with you. 

 

Until a safe home in terms of reunification happens or or 

 

they're going to be in your safe home permanently safe environment, 

 

they need opportunities to learn so that that sort of about 

 

the development of little children. 

 

How many of you have raised a two-year-old or currently have 

 

a two year three year old in your home two-year-olds. 

 

What's their favorite word? 
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Word. 

 

No. 

 

No you say Come away from that plug and they just wait for 

 

you to turn your back and then they're right back there wanting 

 

to put something in the electric plug, but guess what they're 

 

supposed to do that two year olds are supposed to explore 

 

and it is our job to create safe environments where they 

 

can and not be harmed. 

 

They're supposed to crawl. 

 

They're going to go to a Child Care Program if they go during 

 

the day and they should look messy when they come home. 

 

Okay, I always say to the teachers at the Linda Rae intervention 

 

Center when they go look at this Play-Doh and a little bit 

 

of paint and that kind of stuff and I go you're good. 
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That means your toddler that came to us at Linda rate today 

 

was effectively interacting with their environment. 

 

They were learning about what things are. 

 

Our goal isn't to keep everybody neat and clean because for 

 

babies and toddlers that says that that exploration really 

 

isn't taking place. 

 

Okay, but at the top of that that's why I put it in a different 

 

color is secure relationships that may be in your home. 

 

And when I say baby, I'm going to be referring to the 3 and 

 

under children if I might they are learning about the adult 

 

world and how It is really caring and responsive. 

 

They're learning it from you. 

 

They're learning it from your family members the other children 

 

in your home the grandparents that interface with them the 

 

aunties that interface with them and they need to learn. 
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I'm really special and guess what they learn it when they're 

 

three months old. 

 

They learn it when they're six months old. 

 

They continue to learn learn about it and that is about meeting 

 

their needs. 

 

Knowing adults can be counted on because remember depending 

 

on their age. 

 

They may have been removed from a situation and place with 

 

you because of a number of risk factors, but potentially 

 

a non-responsive adult or a harmful adult that hurt them 

 

or expose them to something. 

 

It's your job to turn the tables around. 

 

Okay, and don't let anyone tell you it doesn't matter. 

 

He won't remember where he was before he was removed. 
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He's just a baby. 

 

I can tell you that I have video tapes when we're working 

 

on parent-child relationships and I have video tapes where 

 

a baby say about 18 months old is having their first visit 

 

with the parent who actually was the the harmer of that child. 

 

And so the clinician the infirm ental health specialist is 

 

in the room playing King and the 18 month old is playing 

 

with with the therapist and and the foster parent and the 

 

parent walks in the room and the child still doesn't say 

 

anything looks at that parent and freezes. 

 

Or grabs on to the clinician who they don't even really know 

 

yet. But they remember and so the job of changing the Dynamics 

 

between that baby so that permanency and reunification can 

 

potentially change and be better for it. 

 

It starts even with these very little ones. 
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So your job in addition to providing all of that is to be 

 

a secure responsive adult in that relationship. 

 

Next slide. 

 

Okay. 

 

So what do we know about just in general in the United States 

 

children under the age five are the fastest growing population 

 

in child welfare, and they have been that way for many years. 

 

So all across the United States there are families just like 

 

your own who are trying and working hard to be supportive 

 

for that time in the relationship with those under five children. 

 

A lot of our little babies are born low birth weight. 

 

Or they were premies and back in the day when most of the 

 

babies in our child welfare center here in Miami that were 

 

drug exposed to cocaine. 
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They had a high rate of being premature because if Mom was 

 

a cocaine user this is just something really a little aside 

 

I want to tell you as if she was doing crack cocaine every 

 

time she took a snort of it for a Split Second. 

 

The umbilical cord to the baby closes while that babies in 

 

utero and there's a momentary loss of oxygen. 

 

Okay. 

 

So there's a physiological thing that was happening to that 

 

baby in utero depending on the degree that Mom was using 

 

and also to we know this from knowing what happens in pregnancy 

 

when you're doing that a lot in the first trimester the first 

 

three months of your pregnancy as a mom you're going to do 

 

the Most harm physically to that baby. 

 

If you are a drug user now, we don't know yet a lot about 

 

the effect of moms. 
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Now who might be choosing opiates heroin as their drugs of 

 

choice. We've heard for years that those babies were and 

 

we know that now because we're starting to see that they 

 

go through withdrawal after they're born so, you know, it's 

 

not brain surgery to say that was a rocky start for that 

 

baby might I be seeing things. 

 

Things in that child's physically that I'm going to want 

 

to stay really attuned to when this baby is in my care and 

 

when you get a rocky start that is unresolved either medically 

 

or through secure relationships that are put in place right 

 

away for you. 

 

What do you think that potentially might impact you as you 

 

start to grow older? 

 

Anybody want to take a guess? 
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I'm mom has been using drugs during her pregnancy. 

 

She hasn't been taking care of herself. 

 

So prenatal care. 

 

Perhaps hasn't even happened. 

 

I was born and I was put maybe at first into a shelter and 

 

then from shelter. 

 

They found a home for me and I was placed. 

 

What does that tell you about the kind of start that baby 

 

has had compared to what? 

 

Didn't vision is sort of the gold standard for how a newborn 

 

should come into the world any thoughts. 

 

Yes key. 

 

Inability to build trust and relationships any other feelings 

 

about what might be presented. 

 

Yes. 
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Mmm lack of feeling of safety. 

 

That's why we see some of these very young children when 

 

they hear a loud noise when someone walks into a room as 

 

they get a little older. 

 

They don't know if that person is coming to help them or 

 

harm them because they do have that memory of something as 

 

happened in the beginning and then from a developmental point 

 

of view we start to worry about if you don't feel good about 

 

yourself and you don't have people around you who say you 

 

are terrific. 

 

You are look at what you're doing. 

 

You're trying to walk that you may become that child and 

 

I've seen these children in pre-k and kindergarten who whether 

 

they're making a picture at their desk and the teacher says 
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we're all going to make pumpkins for Halloween. 

 

They start to do it and they go I messed up and they scribble 

 

that piece of paper and they throw it on the ground. 

 

I can't do it. 

 

I'm not good enough to make a picture with a crayon that 

 

didn't start that day and Kindergarten that's started as 

 

part of that sort of Rocky foundational piece that was going 

 

on. Okay next slide, so If those infants and toddlers don't 

 

have secure relationships aren't placed with support of adults 

 

and families, whether their bio family or your families. 

 

We know that those risk factors may lead to school failure 

 

by the time they go to kindergarten. 

 

Let me ask a question. 

 

Could you tell maybe you have a baby and under three-year-old 

 

in your care right now? 
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What sort of reactions do babies emit when when they're stressed 

 

stressed about not having eaten yet stress because they're 

 

overtired. How do you read those signals? 

 

They scream bloody murder. 

 

Crying Tantrums when they're a little older what else? 

 

Guys, what else do how do babies signal and give you cues 

 

that they're stressed and they need your help. 

 

Yes, when they're older, they throw things they they are 

 

you want to pick them up and they won't let you they're trying 

 

to get away from you. 

 

They they can't tell us in words help me here. 

 

I am I am stressed. 

 

I am hungry and I'm going to tell you something agree with 

 

me or not when you respond consistently and appropriately 
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to all the all the things you just told me you're not spoil 

 

your not spoiling that child. 

 

You're not I'm telling you if I go one more place and people 

 

say to me let that baby cry. 

 

She's going to be spoiled. 

 

That might be somewhat true of babies that haven't been through 

 

what our children have been through and I'm reluctant to 

 

say that but spoiling a baby just doesn't fit with the construct 

 

of It's nurturing building of secure relationships. 

 

And I know you're going to go out of here and go God darn. 

 

She doesn't know what she's talking about. 

 

If I go every time he cries or every time he does that he's 

 

going to be spoiled. 

 

Yeah, one of those University people know so I kind of am 

 

for morning. 
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I know some of you may have a negative reaction to that but 

 

in in the classrooms the nurseries that the lender a center 

 

where we are providing that Five hours a day for our children 

 

when I walk into a room and I see one of the teachers is 

 

carrying carrying around one of the infants no matter what 

 

she's doing. 

 

She's getting something mixing a bottle or she's doing A 

 

B C or D or she has that baby in a sling. 

 

I said, you don't have to don't apologize. 

 

I guess this is the baby that needs that close proximity 

 

to you and for now needs to make that. 

 

One of the things that we do at our Center because I'm sure 

 

most of you had familiar familiarity with day care centers. 

 

Where when Early Childhood Program. 
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So if your baby is an infant in your drop them off there 

 

in the infant room. 

 

If your baby is an older toddler who's already potty trained, 

 

they'll be sort of with another teacher. 

 

That's the way traditional Child Care programs are set up 

 

not our program our program believes that whoever the initial 

 

care. Givers are in your infant room. 

 

You need to be with them for three years. 

 

They need to learn the skills of how to care for an infant 

 

a young toddler and older toddler and a three-year-old and 

 

we need to change up the materials in that room. 

 

But part of what we want to happen is we don't want them 

 

moving from adults to adults to adults. 

 

We're thinking that the for teachers in that room could become 

 

secure attachment figures predictable and you can make a 
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huge impact. 

 

Pack for three years by being in a child's life consistently. 

 

And so we sort of changed up the model and we're pushing 

 

that out both nationally in the Publications. 

 

We do for people in the field of early childhood development, 

 

but for at-risk children who already go through so many transitions, 

 

we find that their connection to the same caregivers at the 

 

center for three years is one of the core reasons why Why 

 

the children do so well when they exit our program at age 

 

three, so we know that we don't know sometimes we don't get 

 

the details of what that removal was. 

 

Like. 

 

We don't know if the removal from the initial family setting 

 

was had accompanied violence whether it was over an incident 
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with the police. 

 

We don't know if it was a gradual thing that UCF came up 

 

on we don't know but we have to Recognize that trauma that 

 

this is the way it's supposed to feel I'm a little guy and 

 

I'm supposed to feel warmth and nurturing but I'm my internal 

 

mechanism is struggling is very traumatic at the beginning 

 

for many children and in the old days because I've been doing 

 

child welfare work for 25 years. 

 

We kept moving children. 

 

And as Jack shonkoff from Harvard said we always We thought 

 

20 years ago that moving children from home to home was a 

 

good thing because the specialist said we don't want them 

 

to get attached to anybody. 

 

We actually said that 25 years ago. 

 

I can't even believe it for children in the foster care system. 
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Now, we know that all of our planning the adoption and safe 

 

families act a decade or go said no we need to do concurrent 

 

planning. We need to just we make the first placement the 

 

last Iseman if we can until a child goes home because we 

 

finally figured out how traumatic changing children's adults 

 

and families too often was because we saw it in our Junior 

 

High children. 

 

We saw it in our high school kids who had trouble making 

 

attachments and relationships as young adults because they 

 

didn't have that stability of care. 

 

So we did look at that and we as as a national child welfare 

 

community. He said this really needs to be about consistency 

 

and reaching permanency for children as quickly as we can 

 

because we don't want to make their experience with us more 
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risk more difficult and just add to the baggage they already 

 

have and so we've been for 25 years all of us together many 

 

of you. 

 

We've been changing the experience of what babies and toddlers 

 

go through in in child welfare. 

 

Okay next. 

 

Okay, so a quick little child development piece and then 

 

I'm going to ask you some questions. 

 

Let me see how we're doing on timing. 

 

We're good. 

 

Okay the toddler period let's say the toddler period is starts 

 

around 18 months. 

 

The child is trying to crawl and sort of pull up and you 

 

know exploring the world. 

 

That's the time when that little child is developing the 
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beginning of a sense of Independence and Mastery of certain 

 

things that they can do themselves because we talked about 

 

that 24 month old before who says no and we'll say me do 

 

it me do it. 

 

So you're pouring milk and they're standing there and they're 

 

saying me do it and your natural inclination is to say I 

 

can't let you pour it honey, because you'll spill it. 

 

Well, what we say is at lender a is let's give children who 

 

are developmentally ready the opportunity to pour things 

 

and I know I spill things all the time and then give them 

 

the tools if they spill it to go get the paper towels and 

 

clean it up rather than saying no you're too young. 

 

No, I have to do it. 

 

No only I as a teacher can take the puzzle off the shelf 
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and carry it to the table to give it to you because if you 

 

take the puzzle off-the-shelf all the pieces might fall on 

 

the floor. 

 

Well, it happens. 

 

Is it important? 

 

We have the puzzles down low so the Toddler goes and gets 

 

their puzzle but falls on the floor. 

 

They pick up the pieces. 

 

They make five trips to the table and bring the pieces over 

 

and then they do the puzzle isn't that about learning and 

 

are we as adults so perfect that we never spill milk. 

 

We never drop things. 

 

I do it all the time. 

 

So in the we're trying to be supportive of letting our toddlers 

 

do things that won't harm. 
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Them that are safe. 

 

They always want to put on their own shoes. 

 

They always want to do things themselves. 

 

We want to do it when we can and keep them safe and teach 

 

them what to do. 

 

I remember my sister I said to her, you know, you're my nephew. 

 

He was like three let him pull the comforter. 

 

He was in a bed already. 

 

Let him pull the comforter up. 

 

Himself, he can start to learn how to fix his bed. 

 

Not the way you were I would do it but let him fix his bed. 

 

No Lynn, just because you're a psychologist you think you 

 

know, it's better. 

 

I could make the bed just fine and I'd say but Beth let him 
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do it. 

 

And so she started to let him do it and when he left and 

 

she dropped him off at preschool and came back. 

 

She we fixed it. 

 

Okay, and I once saw her do it and I went shoot. 

 

What does that say to him? 

 

If you tell him to try to do it himself and then he comes 

 

home. He knows how it looked. 

 

What does it tell him when you come home and he sees this 

 

perfect bed that what mommy's OCD. 

 

I love that part. 

 

Yes could be could be and I am and I am so but also you're 

 

saying to him I sent you this message. 

 

You should try it yourself, but you don't do it good enough 

 

and I redid it. 
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So, you know, it's that sort of conflict that we have to 

 

think about and I want to say to that in this toddler period 

 

we often struggle getting the children to eat. 

 

They there they may be in a high chair and you're trying 

 

to feed them and it sort of becomes a battle and then when 

 

you're giving them little pieces on the tray, they're throwing 

 

them on the ground and the dogs soon figures out that those 

 

are the pieces he's going to get and and so what happens 

 

is we often start. 

 

Art making feeding an issue. 

 

And the other thing we make an issue is potty training and 

 

how do you deal with the food you you keep trying you, you 

 

know, why the children when you put the little pieces for 

 

them to eat themselves on the tray throw them in the floor. 
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They're learning about gravity. 

 

I'm telling you if I drop things they fall. 

 

So typically what we do is we make a little mechanism around 

 

it or put a little table cloth on the floor. 

 

We pick it up and we try again, but we don't say continually 

 

stop it or hit. 

 

Somebody's hand or say don't drop your food on the floor 

 

the same with when we give them a spoon and we want to give 

 

them a spoon to start eating by themselves. 

 

We're not going to give them soup. 

 

Soup is hard to keep on the spoon. 

 

If you're a grown-up something mushy like an oatmeal like 

 

something that basically some part of that food is going 

 

to stay on the spoon and you're going to help hand-over-hand 

 

teach them understand the toddler period is messy you're 
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going to do a lot of cleaning up and it's okay because eventually 

 

they come out of it sort of like teenagers, you know, they're 

 

not teenagers forever. 

 

So but the other thing is the potty training if that child 

 

is in your home during the time. 

 

It's your job to do that punishment can't come along with 

 

potty training accidents because when children associate 

 

the two all kinds of problem down the line. 

 

It's that child who won't ever go to the bathroom and the 

 

teachers start to report their in pre-k. 

 

He just won't go in the bathroom either. 

 

He's afraid he'll do it in and now he's getting sick and 

 

you have to take him to the pediatrician because he won't 

 

go to the bathroom. 
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At all because there's been something punitive many a child 

 

welfare case comes in for toddlers where the struggle between 

 

the parent the bio parent and the child overfeeding potty 

 

training or not going to sleep result in physical abuse. 

 

That's the age range that try your patience toddlers know 

 

me do it myself. 

 

Now, you're broke it. 

 

I don't want to do this. 

 

I want you to be potty trained because you're starting school 

 

in two weeks and they say you can't go if you if you still 

 

in diapers, so pushing and making it an issue children or 

 

like I have control of when I go to the bathroom and you 

 

can try all you want but now I'm going to respond in ways 

 

that we know a psychologist have Laughter lasting effects 

 

on children. 
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So if the adults you folks me any of us if we are harsh and 

 

punitive about feeding sleeping or potty training what psychology 

 

tells us is you can create shame and doubt in that child 

 

that will stay with them for a very long time for our babies. 

 

Piaget is a very famous Swiss child psychologist. 

 

You learned everything from his old children watching them. 

 

Grow and develop so remember that during the period when 

 

an infant starts crawling now a little older they're starting 

 

to crawl and put up pull up. 

 

They're exploring the environment. 

 

They need to touch it manipulate it so move the dangerous 

 

things out of the way so that you're not constantly putting 

 

them back in their crib or in an infant seat to protect them 

 

from the environment fix the environment. 
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So that there are areas where that child can safely crawl 

 

and explore we talked about those relationships. 

 

This is the key if you remember one message this is it during 

 

this period of zero to three children are learning. 

 

Can I trust adults or should I mistrust them? 

 

And they figure that out from the way you respond to them. 

 

Okay, so people who are nurturing appropriate not harsh or 

 

punitive guiding guiding children and providing ways for 

 

them to explore their universe that child will trust the 

 

outside world after if they stay with you or if they leave 

 

you okay next slide, so dr. 

 

Shonkoff as I say who's at Harvard and we love working with 

 

him. Add relationships during the early years. 

 

There are two three form the foundation and scaffold on which 

 

cognitive verbal emotional social and moral development unfold 
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it is in your hands you matter during this period your guidance 

 

and support is an investment in that child as an adult next 

 

slide. Okay. 

 

So it all starts. 

 

This is redundant starts with a healthy attachment. 

 

Attachment they learn that caregivers will help them when 

 

they're upset and will help them manage things and that you're 

 

always there I can run away from you a little bit. 

 

You can give me a little space and go okay. 

 

Come on back at the park or there used to be a place that 

 

Dadeland. When I lived in Kendall and I saw the parents left 

 

to go to the pit because they would sit on the benches and 

 

the kids could run back and forth and then you call them 

 

back right because and they would they would go the children 
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and they look okay. 

 

Mommy still there can go a little further. 

 

I can still see her and then I get to go back and I get a 

 

hug and mommy says good job. 

 

She doesn't say sit here. 

 

Stay by me don't explore the universe and a lot of parents 

 

and I'm a grandmother so my children who Kendall in Dadeland 

 

that's over 40 years ago, but I still remember letting them 

 

go letting them come back children have certain capabilities 

 

at a certain age adults have expectations for that child. 

 

Let's make those two things match. 

 

So the child is never feeling like I can't meet your expectations. 

 

All right, let's let's try to do that. 

 

Let's go a little further keep this in mind healthy development 

 

quality relationships opportunities to Explore guided Behavior 
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building positive self-esteem in a newborn look how you're 

 

looking at me. 

 

Look how you're trying to get your bottle. 

 

Look how you put your pasi in your mouth. 

 

It starts really young and the child has an opportunity to 

 

be a child and to explore what's developmentally appropriate 

 

next one. 

 

So what we should be doing is working together working with 

 

our pediatricians working with our case managers the people 

 

Maybe are the teachers of your child if they go to an early 

 

care and education setting asking questions. 

 

And when you have a feeling that something isn't developmentally 

 

appropriate you see it tell somebody and don't stop until 

 

you get the answers that you need. 
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Does that child need an evaluation? 

 

Does that child need a screening if someone says no, I think 

 

he's fine and you know, take it to the next level talk to 

 

somebody else and get it done High. 

 

Atia Early Childhood, this is an issue. 

 

If your child I'm sorry is in a childcare program a daycare 

 

and you're like gee I don't like the way that teachers talking 

 

to him talk to the people that placement say, you know what 

 

I've gone out. 

 

I visited at that childcare classroom and they don't let 

 

the babies explore their in their cribs all the time or I've 

 

come at feeding time. 

 

And this is what I see you are the eyes and ears in the advocate 

 

for your child in that. 

 

So we want to always think about. 
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Being that best responsive partner for that child and understanding 

 

that those moments when we are unresponsive or we have something 

 

else on our mind. 

 

That's a laboratory setting but we do it on and off all day. 

 

We need to do some self talk and we need to say to ourselves. 

 

Wait a minute. 

 

I you're you're a little one and you're not responsible for 

 

me being in a bad mood today. 

 

Let me be the person you expect me to be. 

 

And I think that's so telling so like I say in this slide. 

 

I've been doing this for 25 years. 

 

I still don't have all the answers, but I can tell you that 

 

a secure responsive relationship, which is these children 

 

may never have gotten before. 
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It's in your hands. 

 

Thank you for the work that you do. 

 

Thank you for your patience, and thank you. 

 

Thank you all for just thinking about the fact that when 

 

you I hear someone say she's just a baby. 

 

It's not going to matter. 

 

You're going to stand up and you go. 

 

Oh, excuse me Ed matters and I want this more for the child 

 

that's in my care. 

 

I want to change up. 

 

I want a responsive pediatrician. 

 

I am I am or am not happy with how my child the interactions 

 

that go on in their classroom or their Pre-K. 

 

You need to speak up because every bit of damage Is something 

 

you want to plan to prevent? 
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So thank you all I hope we learned something from this. 

 

Have a good rest of your day. 

 


